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MidwestTechTalk Awards Kirksville R-III Schools the 2025 Excellence Award 

MidwestTechTalk, a network of educational technology professionals from across Missouri and 
the Midwest, is proud to announce that the Kirksville R-III School District has been awarded the 
7th Annual MidwestTechTalk Excellence Award. 

Each year, this award recognizes a school district technology department that demonstrates 
outstanding dedication, innovation, and service. The 2025 honor goes to Kirksville’s Technology 
Department—a small but mighty team known for their exceptional work ethic, fast response 
times, and unwavering support of staff and students. 

“Kirksville represents everything this award stands for,” said Chris Warden of the 
MidwestTechTalk Conference planning committee. “Their team may be small, but they 
consistently deliver big results. They support over 200 staff across six buildings with 
professionalism, grace, and technical excellence.” 

Staff throughout the district describe the tech team as approachable, patient, and deeply 
committed to helping teachers succeed. From navigating large-scale transitions like a 
district-wide PowerSchool migration to solving everyday tech challenges, the Kirksville tech 
team handles every task with a solutions-first mindset. 

The award was presented during the annual MidwestTechTalk Conference, held this year at 
Osage High School in Osage Beach, Missouri. The two-day event brought together over 275 
attendees from public schools, libraries, higher education institutions, and private schools 
throughout Missouri and the Midwest. 

MidwestTechTalk celebrates those who raise the bar in educational technology, and in 2025, 
Kirksville R-III Schools stands tall as a shining example of what’s possible when a dedicated 
tech team puts service, security, and innovation first. 
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